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(57) ABSTRACT

During transmission of a signal, a decoder receives a data
symbol sequence and one or more copies of the data symbol
sequence. The data symbol sequence and each of the copies
have unknown noise, including unknown phase shifts. The
unknown phase shifts are estimated such that the data symbol
sequence that was transmitted is substantially recovered.
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1
RECEPTION OF PHASE-SHIFTED SIGNAL
SEQUENCES IN DIVERSITY RECEPTION

TECHNICAL FIELD

The invention relates generally to wireless communica-
tions. Specifically, the invention relates to transmission and
reception of signals received over degraded communication
channels.

BACKGROUND

Digital wireless communication can be described as a class
of methods used to transmit data (or message) in the form of
numbers and/or symbols from a source point and receive the
data at a remote destination point. Many satellite, airborne,
and terrestrial wireless systems use a digital form of commu-
nication. The digital form of communication can require that
the data be transformed into symbols. The set of symbols
typically used is usually small, e.g., consisting of two, four, or
eight different symbols.

A larger volume of data can be represented as an ordered
group (i.e., a sequence) of symbols. Each data symbol can be
represented as one or more physical quantities at different
points in a circuit chain of a transmitter, through a medium of
air and/or free space, and in a circuit chain of a receiver, until
the data is converted back to a data symbol. Some of the
physical quantities can be functions over a time period.

In particular, through the medium, a data symbol can take
the form of an electromagnetic wave lasting over a symbol
with a particular frequency, strength, and a starting phase
angle. The medium and the electromagnetic spectral band
used can be together known as the communication channel.
Throughout the communication system, many of the interme-
diate quantities corresponding to a symbol can be called
signals to distinguish them from the data symbol.

These signals can experience deterministic and nondeter-
ministic transformations as they advance from one point to
the next. When the signal arrives at the receiver circuit chain,
it is usually corrupted by noise and/or other forms of inter-
ference. Such interferences are examples of nondeterministic
transformations that communication signals experience. The
extent of interference can also be known as the level of deg-
radation of the channel. Interference can be intentional or
unintentional. Jamming a communication system by direct-
ing electromagnetic energy at the receiving antenna is an
example of interference intended to disrupt communication.
A channel affected by intentional interference is also known
as a contested channel.

Wireless communication typically uses forward error cor-
rection (FEC) encoding to combat interference and improve
the reliability (or probability) of recovering (or reconstruct-
ing) the transmitted message. FEC encoding can introduce
redundant symbols (that are functions of the original data
symbols) at the transmitter and typically uses a corresponding
decoding scheme at the receiver. The ratio of the number of
original data symbols to the total number of original plus
redundant symbols is known as the coding rate. Half and one
third rate FEC are common. An additional technique to
improve the recovery of the original message to be transmit-
ted over a degraded channel is to transmit multiple copies of
symbols (e.g., copies of FEC encoded symbols) interspersed
over a time period. A simple reasoning of how this can
improve the probability of recovering the symbol is that at
least one of the copies may escape interference or may be only
mildly affected by interference. Such a communication
method is said to use “repeat codes.” Repeating FEC encoded
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symbols can reduce the overall coding rate. At the receiver,
signals corresponding to multiple copies of a symbol should
be properly combined. In an example, let the FEC encoded
data symbols needed to be transmitted be:

1,4,2,2,3,1

At some points in the communication system, signals cor-
responding to a symbol can be complex numbers. In this
example, let the signals corresponding to the above six sym-
bols be the following complex numbers:

1,-,1,1,-1,1
at the transmitter. In the above, 1 denotes the unit imaginary
part

VT

of complex numbers. This transformation from the symbols
to the signals is an example of the quadrature phase shift
keying (QPSK) modulation scheme.

Let the transmitter transmit the above symbol sequence two
different times in the “repeat codes” mode. The signals can
experience deterministic and nondeterministic transforma-
tions as they advance through the communication system. Let
the original sequence of signals be multiplied by the complex
number 0.98+40.19i. The resulting signals after this transfor-
mation are:

0.98+0.19i, 0.19-0.981, -0.19+0.981, -0.19+0.98i, -0.98—

0.19i, 0.98+0.191
at some point in the receiver. Let the copy of the signals
experience a slightly different transformation and be multi-
plied by the complex number 0.92+0.39i instead of being
multiplied by the earlier factor 0.98+0.19i. The resulting sig-
nal sequence of the repeated transmission after this transfor-
mation is:

0.92+0.39i, 0.39-0.921, -0.39+0.92i, -0.39+0.92i, -0.92—

0.38i, 0.92+0.391

In addition to such transformations, let the signals at the
receiver be corrupted by noise over and above the transfor-
mations. Let the resulting transformed and noisy signals for
the original and the repeat transmissions be

0.80+0.16i, 0.24-1.041, -0.38+0.92i, -0.34+1.11i, -0.79-

0.24i, 1.10+0.331
and
0.87+0.31i, 0.53-0.891, -0.43+1.051, -0.24+0.86i, -0.83—
0.451, 0.77+0.321
respectively. In this example, combining the two received
signals sequences can be accomplished by averaging the two
complex signal sequences. The resulting combined signal
sequence is:
0.84+0.24i, 0.38-0.97i, -0.41+0.99i, —-0.29+0.99i-0.81-
0.351, 0.94+0.331
rounded off to two decimal places.

In the above example, the multiplication of the signal
sequence corresponding to the original transmission by the
complex number 0.98+0.191 and the multiplication of the
signal corresponding to the repeat transmission by the com-
plex number 0.92+0.391 can be due to the phase shifts that the
signal sequences experience.

The phase shifts are examples of the above mentioned
deterministic transformations in the sense that all the signals
in a sequence are multiplied by the same complex number and
the receiver can “anticipate” that such a multiplication takes
place. It is a nondeterministic transformation in the sense that
the receiver may not know the exact complex number that the
signal sequence gets multiplied by. In some communication
system, the circuits in the receiver can track these phase shifts
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fairly accurately and make the needed correction. Examples
of'conditions that can facilitate accurate phase tracking are (1)
constant carrier frequency, (2) strong direct communication
path and negligible multipath reflections of the electromag-
netic waves reaching the receiver, (3) good atmospheric con-
ditions contributing to the stability of the carrier frequency
phase angle, and/or (4) adequate signal to noise ratio (SNR).
Under these conditions, a system can transmit reference sym-
bols of known values only occasionally to help the receiver
with accurate phase tracking. The receiver knows the loca-
tions and values of reference symbols and uses the corre-
sponding signals for phase tracking.

Examples of systems that do not operate with such favor-
able features are (1) frequency hopped systems that change
the carrier frequency frequently to avoid being intercepted
and also to reduce the level of channel degradation caused by
narrow band jammers, and/or (2) systems operating with
possible multipath receptions, with multiple antennas, and
over a degraded channel. Many such systems are designed to
transmit reference symbols frequently. One problem is that
the reference symbols are also corrupted by noise and an
estimate of the phase shift computed with the use of reference
signals only can be inaccurate. Data signals carry some infor-
mation about the phase shift and the receiver can use them in
conjunction with the reference signals to improve the accu-
racy of phase shift estimation.

The problem of estimation of phase shift is compounded if
the receiver can combine multiple copies of an original trans-
mission. Systems that incorporate systematic repeat codes are
not the only ones in which the receiver can take advantage of
combining. There are communication systems that operate
with a data link protocol in which a receiver requests a repeat
if an originally received signal sequence could not be suc-
cessfully converted to data symbols. Ordinarily, the receiver
discards the original reception and processes only the
repeated version. A proper combining of the multiple copies
can be a better option. Systems that use multiple antennas can
also take advantage of combining the multiple copies
received from multiple antennas arising out of a single trans-
mission.

The process of determination of symbol decisions from the
received signals can be called data symbol detection (or just
“detection”). Phase shift estimation and detection can be
treated as a joint problem to improve the probability of correct
detection and it is desirable to do so.

SUMMARY

In one aspect, the invention involves a method of detecting
a data symbol sequence transmitted over a wireless commu-
nications channel. The method involves receiving, by a detec-
tor in a receiver, a plurality of data signal sequence copies.
Each data signal sequence copy includes a plurality of data
symbols and data-symbol phase angles, a reference signal
including at least one reference symbol, and noise, and
includes an unknown phase shift, wherein the data signal is
approximately identical for each copy and the unknown phase
shift unknown for each copy. The method also involves gen-
erating, by the detector, an initial phase vector for each data
symbol, each initial phase vector is based on the plurality of
data signals for one data symbol present in the plurality of
signal sequence copies. The method also involves generating,
by the detector, an estimated symbol detection sequence for
each initial phase vector. The method also involves generat-
ing, by the detector, a quality value for each estimated symbol
detection sequence. The method also involves selecting, by
the detector, a global estimated phase vector, the global esti-
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mated phase vector is the estimated phase vector for the
estimated symbol detection sequence having a quality value
that is the highest of all quality values. The method also
involves detecting, by the detector, the data symbol sequence
by a) phase shifting each of the plurality of data signal
sequence copies based on the global estimated phase vector,
and b) combining each of the phase shifted plurality of data
signal sequence copies to obtain the data symbol sequence.

In some embodiments, the method also involves iteratively
updating each estimated symbol detection sequence and each
estimated phase vector until each estimated phase vector is
identical to a corresponding estimated phase vector of an
earlier iteration.

In some embodiments, the data symbol sequence com-
prises a repeat code from one transmitter. In some embodi-
ments, the data symbol sequence comprises a one-hop portion
of a signal transmitted over a frequency-hopping communi-
cations channel. In some embodiments, the detector com-
prises a field-programmable gate array. In some embodi-
ments, the data symbol sequence comprises a repeat code
from multiple transmitters. In some embodiments, the bit
error rate of the global estimated symbol detection sequence
is below 107,

In some embodiments, the method involves decoding, by a
decoder receiving the combined symbol sequence from the
detector, the combined symbol sequence using hard decision
decoding.

In some embodiments, the method involves decoding by a
decoder that can get soft decision inputs, the soft decisions
being the combined signal sequence from the detector.

Advantages of exemplary embodiments include enabling a
detector or detection circuit in a receiver to more efficiently
combine received phase-shifted signals. Using approxi-
mately identical data signals included in multiple copies of a
received symbol sequence signal, the detector can efficiently
determine unknown phase errors added to each of transmitted
copies when traversing the communications channel. Addi-
tional advantages include efficient combination of received
copies of the transmitted signal to decrease the bit error rate of
the communications system’s transmission. Additional
advantages include enabling the communications systems to
more readily use non-coherent transmission schemes and
conduct frequency hopping techniques with shorter dwell
times for each hop.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In order to better understand various exemplary embodi-
ments, reference is made to the accompanying drawings
wherein:

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary communications system
including a receiver that receives one or more copies of a
signal sequence, according to an illustrative embodiment of
the technology.

FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary method for detecting a
symbol sequence from received copies of a signal sequence
according to an illustrative embodiment of the technology.

FIG. 3 is a graph showing exemplary results for bit error
rates (BER) versus the signal-to-noise ratios (SNR) for a
receiver, according to an illustrative embodiment of the tech-
nology.

FIG. 4 is a graph showing exemplary results for bit error
rates (BER) versus the signal-to-noise ratios (SNR) for a
receiver, according to an illustrative embodiment of the tech-
nology.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary communications system
100 that includes a receiver 130 that receives one or more
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copies of a data symbol sequence signal (e.g., a code repeti-
tion signal). The communications system 100 includes a
transmitter 110, a receiver 130, and a communications chan-
nel 120.

Transmitter 110 includes an oscillator 103, a modulator
105, a code generator 107, a frequency synthesizer 109, and a
mixer/multiplier 111. Each of these components of the trans-
mitter 110 can be hardware, such as individual processors,
semiconductors, field-programmable gate arrays (FPGAs),
application-specific integrated circuits (ASICs) and/or other
circuits. In various embodiments, the transmitter 110 is a
mobile device or a fixed communications device (e.g., an
antenna, phone, computer, satellite, etc.). As is apparent of
one of ordinary skill in the art, transmitter 110 is exemplary
and can be substituted with any suitable transmitter known in
the art. The transmitter 110 receives an input signal (e.g., an
analog or digital signal) and outputs a signal sequence repre-
senting a symbol sequence.

The modulator 105 receives the input signal. The modula-
tor 105 is in communication with the oscillator 103. The
modulator 105 receives a base frequency from the oscillator
103. The modulator 105 produces a combined signal based on
the input signal and the combined signal having the base
frequency. The modulator 105 can modulate the signal
through various methods known in the art, such as, for
example, phase-shift keying (PSK), frequency-shift keying
(FSK), amplitude-shift keying (ASK), minimum-shifting
keying (MSK), and/or other forms of continuous-phase
modulation (CPM). In one embodiment, the modulator 105
modulates the input signal based on quadrature phase-shift
keying (QPSK). In such instances, the combined signal has a
data rate that is higher than the data rate as the input signal
within the same bandwidth as the input signal, as the com-
bined signal is concentrated around four phases uses by the
modulator 105.

The modulator 105 outputs the combined signal. The
modulator is in communication with the mixer 111. The
mixer 111 takes as input the combined signal. The mixer 111
is also in communication with the frequency synthesizer 109.
The mixer 111 determines the symbol sequence signal based
onthe input signal and the output of the frequency synthesizer
109. The mixer 111 outputs the symbol sequence signal to the
communications channel 120.

The frequency synthesizer 109 is in communication with
mixer 111 and code generator 107. The frequency synthesizer
outputs a carrier frequency for a hopset to the mixer 111. The
carrier frequency for the hopset is used by mixer 111 to
determine a frequency-hopping pattern for the modulate sig-
nal output from the modulator 105. The carrier frequency in
the hopset is determined based on a code segment output by
the code generator 107.

The frequency synthesizer 109 receives the code segment
from the code generator 107. The code generator 107 deter-
mines a pseudorandom code to supply as input to the fre-
quency synthesizer 109. The pseudorandom code defines the
hopset. In some embodiments, the code generator 107 can
receive as input a secret key and a number from a number
generator (such as a time-of-day clock) to generate the pseu-
dorandom code. In such instances, the frequency synthesizers
109 and code generator 107 of the transmitter 110 can be
identical to a transmit frequency synthesizer 139 and a code
generators 137 of the receiver 130 so that the transmitter 110
and receiver 130 use an identical key (e.g., a shared private
key).

In operation, the transmitter 110 receives the input signal.
The transmitter 110 codes the input signal into a symbol
sequence signal. In some embodiments, the transmitter 110
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can include an encoder (not shown) that produces the symbol
sequence signal based on the input signal and/or predefined
parameters. In some embodiments, the transmitter 110
receives the input signal is the symbol sequence signal. The
transmitter 110 transmits the symbol sequence signal through
communications channel 120 to receiver 130.

In some embodiments, the transmitter 110 transmits the
symbol sequence signal as a spread-spectrum signal having a
frequency hopping pattern within a specified hopband. For
example, the communication system can function with each
sub-band of 25 KHz hopping over numerous such sub-bands
in the wide band of 30-60 MHz.

In some embodiments, the communications system 100
has multiple transmitters 110 that send signals to receiver
130, such as in a multiple-input, single-output (MISO) sys-
tem.

In some embodiments, the transmitter 110 employs modu-
lation and frequency-hopping techniques in concert to send to
the receiver 130. For example, the transmitter 110 can employ
phase-shift keying (e.g., QPSK or 8-PSK) to alter the phase of
the input signal, while at the same time, set a carrier frequency
in the hopset, such that transmitter 110 can send copies of the
spread-spectrum signal sent at the chosen carrier frequency
within the hopset at different phases for a specified time
(dwell time) before hopping to another carrier frequency in
the hopset based on the chosen frequency-hopping pattern.

The communications channel 120 is in communication
with the transmitter 110 and the receiver 130. The communi-
cations channel 120 can be any wired or wireless communi-
cation mechanism know in the art. For example, the commu-
nications channel 120 can be a “WiFi” communication
channel having a frequency range, such as 2412-2484 MHz.

The communications channel 120 can add noise to the
signals transmitted from the transmitter 110. Communication
channel 120 can also receive noise, such as additive white
Gaussian noise (AWGN) as an additional input (not shown) to
the signals sent from transmitter 110. The additive noise in the
communications channel 120 can degrade the signal. In some
embodiments, the noise added to the signal in communica-
tions channel 120 is random and independent, changing the
amplitude and phase of the originally-sent signal. In some
embodiments, third parties can use devices such as intercep-
tors or frequency jammers to interfere with communications
between transmitter 110 and receiver 130.

The receiver 130 is in communication with the communi-
cations channel 120. The receiver includes a mixer/divider
131, afilter 134, a demodulator 135, a synchronization circuit
136, a code generator 137, and a frequency synthesizer 139.
The components of receiver 130 can be hardware such as
individual processors, semiconductors, field-programmable
gate arrays (FPGAs), application-specific integrated circuits
(ASICs) and/or other circuits. The receiver 130 can be a
mobile or fixed communications device (e.g., an antenna,
phone, computer, satellite, etc.). The receiver 130 can be any
receiver known in the art.

The mixer/divider 131 is in communication with commu-
nications channel 120, frequency synthesizer 130 and filter
134. The mixer/divider 131 receives as input as signal from
the communications channel 120 and a frequency from the
frequency synthesizer 130.

The frequency synthesizer 130 is in communication a code
generator 137 and a synchronization module 136. The fre-
quency synthesizer 130 outputs a carrier frequency for a
hopset to the mixer 131. The carrier frequency for the hopset
can be based on output from the synchronization module 136,
output from the code generator 137, and/or identical to the
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carrier frequency for the hopset determined by the frequency
synthesizer 109 in the transmitter 110.

The frequency synthesizer 139 receives the code segment
from the code generator 137. The code generator 137 can
determine a pseudorandom code to supply as input to the
frequency synthesizer 139. The pseudorandom code defines
the hopset. In some embodiments, the code generator 137 can
receive as input a secret key and a number from a number
generator (such as a time-of-day clock) to generate the pseu-
dorandom code. In some embodiments, the code generator
137 generates a code identical to the code generated by the
code generator 107 of the receiver. In some embodiments, the
transmitter 110 and receiver 130 use an identical key (e.g., a
shared private key).

The filter 134 is in communication with the mixer divider
131 and the synchronization circuit 136. The mixer/divider
131 removes the frequency hopping pattern (using a fre-
quency from frequency generator 139 as an input). The filter
134 receives the de-mixed signal and can remove extraneous
elements from the signal, such as double frequency compo-
nents and/or power outside the intended carrier frequency. In
some embodiments, filter 134 is a bandpass filter that pro-
duces a dehopped signal for demodulator 135 and synchro-
nization circuit 136.

The demodulator 135 is in communication with the filter
134 and synchronization circuit 136. The demodulator 135
extracts the symbol sequence signal from the dehopped signal
received from the filter 133. The demodulator 135 can employ
techniques for demodulation that are capable of demodulat-
ing the modulated signals. For example, if transmitter 110
includes a modulator 105 that uses QPSK for modulating the
spread-spectrum signal it transmits, receiver 130 includes a
demodulator 135 that uses QPSK to demodulate received
copies of the spread-spectrum signal.

The synchronization module 136 is in communication with
the communications channel 120, the demodulator 135, filter
134, and the code generator 137. The synchronization module
136 synchronizes the frequency hopping pattern of received
copies of the symbol sequence signal. For example, the syn-
chronization circuit 136 can receive a dehopped signal from
filter 134 and the spread-spectrum signal from the communi-
cations channel 120 as input and output control signals to the
demodulator 135 and the code generator 137.

In some embodiments, the receiver 130 can receive mul-
tiple copies of the same symbol sequence signal segment and
combine the copies to efficiently determine the data compo-
nent of the segment. In such instances, combining multiple
copies of the same segment can eliminate the effects of noise,
fading, and intentional interference experienced by the sym-
bol sequence signal segment when traveling through commu-
nication channel 120.

In some embodiments, the receiver 130 can receive the
symbol sequence signal as a spread-spectrum signal at a
specific carrier frequency within a frequency-hopping pattern
used by transmitter 110. In some embodiments, the receiver
130 receives low-rate codes as known in the art.

In some embodiments, the receiver 130 can also include a
decoder (not shown). The decoder can receive the recovered
symbol sequence output by demodulator 135 to determine the
information stored in the symbol sequence. For example,
receiver 110 can include a decoder to decode the symbol
sequence signal employing decoding techniques to decode
signals encoded based on, such as, Reed-Solomon (RS)
codes, Forward Error Correction (FEC) codes, Viterbi codes,
turbo codes, and Low-Density Parity Codes (LPDC). In some
embodiments, the decoder receives the symbol sequence as
specific values (i.e., hard-decision detection), while in other
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8
embodiments, the decoder receives the symbol sequence as
Log Likelihood Ratios (LLRs) for individual bits in the sym-
bol sequence (i.e., soft-decision detection).

FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary method 200 for detecting a
symbol sequence signal from a plurality of received copies of
a symbol sequence transmitted over a wireless communica-
tions channel, according to an illustrative embodiment of the
technology.

The method involves receiving a data symbol sequence and
one or more of copies of the symbol sequence (Step 210) (e.g.,
receiving by receiver 130, as described above in FIG. 1). The
received data symbol sequence and the copies of the data
symbol sequence can be referred to generally as data symbol
sequence copies. The data symbol sequence copies each
include a data signal, a reference signal, and noise. The data
signal can be one or more data symbols and one or more
data-symbol phase angles. The data signal can be a complex
number. For example, a data symbol sequence having 100
data signals can be transmitted four times. In this example,
there are four data symbol sequences (one original and three
copies) and 400 data signals in total.

Each copy of the data symbol sequence is substantially
identical to the original data symbol sequence, except for the
noise and except for an unknown phase shift. For example, the
receiver can receive a data symbol sequence of a spread-
spectrum signal and three copies, each of the data symbol
sequence and the three copies can have independent phase
shifts and AWGN.

Detecting a symbol sequence signal can include determin-
ing a globally optimal phase shift vector ¢ and a correspond-
ing symbol detection sequence {6}. The globally optimal
phase shift vector ¢ and the corresponding symbol detection
sequence {08} can be determined by maximizing;

max f(a, b, s, 1, ¢, 0) = EQN. 1

w6l

c

r&%),(z H; ajcos(e; — by + 0;)} + {; sijcos(p; — t;j)H.

J=1

where c¢ is the number of copies, n is the number of data
symbols in the symbol sequence, r is the number of reference
symbols for a total of n+r symbols in the sequence of symbols
transmitted a,; is the magnitude of the i-th data symbol in the
j-threceived copy, b, is the phase angle of the i-th data symbol
in the j-th received copy, ¢; is the unknown phase shift of the
j-th copy, s, is the magnitude of the i-th reference symbol in
the j-th copy and t; is the phase angle of the same. In the
maximization, all possible decisions can be considered for
each 0,. For example, for the QPSK modulation scheme, the
possible values for each 0, can be 0,

[T

radians. In some embodiments, the magnitudes of the
received copies of data signal sequences can be scaled differ-
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ently prior to determining the phase shift vector. For example,
the received signals can be first normalized to have the same
statistical variance and the combining factors p, can be evalu-
ated for maximal ratio combining as described in Linear
Diversity Combining Techniques by D. G. Brennan, Proceed-
ings of the IRE, June 1959, which in incorporated herein in its
entirety. If x,;, j=1, .. . ,cand i=1, . . . , n are the magnitudes
of the received data signals and y,, j=1, .. ., cand i=1, . . .,
r are the magnitudes of the received reference signals, the
normalized signal magnitudes to be used in EQN. 1 can be
obtained as

a;=px;/=1,...,candi=1,.. . n
and

S PY/=1, .. candi=1, .

Determining the globally optimal phase shift vector ¢ by
maximizing EQN. 1 shown above can involve a computation-
ally intensive number of options to consider. In some embodi-
ments, the globally optimal phase shift vector ¢ can be deter-
mined by approximating the maximization of EQN. 1 above.

Approximating the maximization of EQN. 1 can involve
generating one initial phase vector for each data symbol (Step
215). For example, for a data symbol sequence having one
hundred data symbols transmitted four times (e.g., one origi-
nal and three copies), one hundred initial phase vectors are
generated.

In some embodiments, each initial phase vector can be
determined by selecting an optimum phase vector from a list
of potential initial phase vectors. Each initial phase vector in
the list of potential initial phase vectors can be determined by
maximizing:

c } EQN. 2

,
h; = max E ajjcos(ey; — bij + 0, + Z sijcos(py — 1)
4% =
= =

EQN. 2 can be expressed as a linear combination of cos(¢,,)
and sin(¢;;) as follows:

_ Z {a‘-jcos(go‘-jk —bij+0,)+ Z sicos(i — t,j)} EQN. 3
T =1

c

= Z cos(@j )[a;jcos(b;j -0+ Z s;jcos(tlj-)] + EQN. 4

=1 =1

sin(go;jk)[a;jsin(b;j -0+ Z s;jsin(t,j)]
=1

In some embodiments, an intermediate parameter ), is
determined as follows:

Aijk EQN. 5
cos() = C_J’ and
ijk

. Biji (20)
sin(y ) = ?Jk
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10

where A, are intermediate parameters, B, are intermediate
parameters, and C,; are intermediate parameters. In some
embodiments, the intermediate parameters A, are deter-
mined as follows:

r EQN. 6
Ay = |aycos(by —0;) + Z sicos(z;) |,
=1

In some embodiments, the intermediate parameters B, are
determined as follows:

r EQN. 7
B = |aysin(b; — 6,) + Z sysin(zg) |,
=1

In some embodiments, the intermediate parameters C, ; are
determined as follows:

EQN. 8

Ciie :JA‘-ZJ-,( +BY ,

In some embodiments, applying EQNs 5-8 to EQN. 3
results in:

c EQN. 9
B = Z Ciicos(@iyn — i)
=

< EQN. 10
h; = Ci ).
i r;bak)i j; ik COS( @ik — Wik )

In some embodiments, the j-th component of the initial
phase vector corresponding to data symbol i can be deter-
mined as follows:

Py=wijk*.
where k* is the value of k that maximizes the argument of
EQN. 10. For example, for k between 1 and 10, k* is the k

value between 1 and 8 that maximizes EQN. 10. In some
embodiments, each initial phase shift vector is determined by:

D=(P;15 - - - 1) 51,

where c is the number of copies of the signal sequence and i
is the position of the data signal for which the initial phase
shift vector @, is evaluated in EQN. 12

The method also involves determining an estimated sym-
bol detection sequence for each initial phase vector (Step
220). For example, for signal sequence copies, each copy
having one data signal, one hundred initial phase shift vectors
are determined. For each initial phase shift vector, a corre-
sponding estimated symbol detection sequence can be deter-
mined, thus, in this example, one hundred estimated symbol
detection sequences are determined. In some embodiments,
each estimated symbol detection sequence is determined by:

EQN. 11

EQN. 12

c EQN. 13
So@i, ) = Héaxz ajcos(p;; — by + ).
=

where k is the position of the data signal for which the detec-
tion is being estimated using the initial phase vector ®, and
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the maximization is carried out over all possible values of 6,
and y,, is the value of 0, that maximizes the right hand side of
EQN. 13. ;. can be the estimated symbol decision (or detec-
tion) for the data symbol position k using the initial phase
vector @,.

The method also involves generating a quality metric for
each symbol sequence detection (Step 225). In some embodi-
ments, the quality metric for each symbol sequence is deter-
mined by maximizing EQN. 14:

c

OEDY

=1

n

2

i=1

r EQN. 14
acos(by —6;) + Z sijcos(z;) | +

i=1

{cos(goj)

n

2

i=1

aisin(b;; — 6;) + Z s;jsin(t;j)}}.

i=1

sin(e;)

with respect to the variable phase shift vector ¢ where a,,, b,
s, 1,; are values of received signals as defined above, 8, is the
estimated detection of in the i-th data signal position, and ¢, is
the j-th component of ¢.

In some embodiments, an intermediate parameter 1, is

determined as follows:

B; EQN. 15
siny ;) = FJ_, and Q
J

A EQN. 16
¢

cos(y) =

where A, is an intermediate parameter, B, is an intermediate
parameter and C, is an intermediate parameter. In some
embodiments, the intermediate parameter A, is determined as
follows:

n

2

i=1

,
ajcos(b; — 6;) + Z sicos(t;;)
=1

Aj=

} EQN. 17

In some embodiments, the intermediate parameter B; is
determined as follows:

n

2

i=1

,
B;= asin(by —6;) + Z sysin(z;;)

i=1

} EQN. 18

In some embodiments, the intermediate parameter C; is
determined as follows:

EQN. 19

Cij=+/A}+ B},

In some embodiments, 2,_,© C; is the quality metric for the
estimated detection sequence. In the example of one hundred
data symbols and four copies, there are one hundred quality
metric values.

The method also involves selecting the estimated symbol
detection sequence and the phase shift vector that has the
highest quality factor among all the quality factors (Step 230).
Selecting the estimated symbol detection sequence can
involve choosing an estimated phase vector for each of the
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estimated symbol detection sequence. In some embodiments,
the estimated phase vector for the estimated symbol detection
sequence is determined by selecting:

T s I}
where ¢*; is the estimated phase shift value for the j-th of the
¢ copies. The estimated phase shift vector for the estimated
symbol sequence under consideration is the vector of these
values, and can be denoted as follows:

EQN. 21

G197 0

The estimated phase shift vector along with its quality
factor for each estimated symbol detection sequence is deter-
mined. In the example of one hundred data symbols and four
copies of signal sequences, there are one hundred estimated
detection sequences, each with its own quality factor and its
own estimated phase shift vector.

The method also involves determining a combined com-
plex valued data signal sequence (Step 235). The combined
complex valued data signal sequence can be determined as
follows:

EQN. 22

c EQN. 23
= Z ayjlcos(by; — @) +isin(by; — ;)]
=

where z, is the combined complex signal for the k-th of then
data symbols, a,; and b, are the magnitude and phase angle of
thej-thcopy of the k-th of the n data signals, ¢, is the estimated
phase shift for the j-th copy with the highest quality factor,
and

i=vV-1

is the unit imaginary number.

In some embodiments, the combining is done based on a
weighted sum. The weighted sum can be determined as fol-
lows:

c 4 EQN. 24
= Z njailcos(by — ¢;) +isin(by; — ¢;)]
=

where the weighting factor for the j-th copy ism,.

FIG. 3 shows a graph 300 of bit error rates (BER) versus
signal-to-noise ratios (SNR) for a detector, according to illus-
trative embodiments of the technology. The SNR used here is
the symbol energy per unit noise power spectral density,
denoted by Es/No. The BER for four copies, 8-PSK modula-
tions, and two (2) reference symbols and twelve (12) data
symbols in each copy, denoted by 2+12 is shown for typical
prior art method, for the method according to an exemplary
embodiments of the invention, and a coherent theoretical
approach. The coherent theoretical approach can be appli-
cable if, for example, there are no unknown phase shifts and
if the receiver can take advantage of it.

FIG. 4 shows a graph 400 of bit error rates (BER) versus
signal-to-noise ratios (SNR) for a detector, according to illus-
trative embodiments of the technology. The SNR in FIG. 4 is
the symbol energy per unit noise power spectral density,
denoted by Es/No. The BER for four copies, QPSK modula-
tions, and three (3) reference symbols and fifty four (54) data
symbols in each copy, denoted by 3+54 is shown for typical
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prior art method, for the method according to an exemplary
embodiment of the invention, and a coherent theoretical
approach. The coherent theoretical approach can be appli-
cable if, for example, there are no unknown phase shifts and
if the receiver can take advantage of it.

It should be apparent from the foregoing description that
various exemplary embodiments of the invention may be
implemented in hardware and/or firmware. Furthermore,
various exemplary embodiments may be implemented as
instructions stored on a machine-readable storage medium,
which may be read and executed by at least one processor to
perform the operations described in detail herein. A machine-
readable storage medium may include any mechanism for
storing information in a form readable by a machine, such as
a personal or laptop computer, a server, or other computing
device. Thus, a machine-readable storage medium may
include read-only memory (ROM), random-access memory
(RAM), magnetic disk storage media, optical storage media,
flash-memory devices, and similar storage media.

It should be appreciated by those skilled in the art that any
block diagrams herein represent conceptual views of illustra-
tive circuitry embodying the principals of the invention. Simi-
larly, it will be appreciated that any flow charts, flow dia-
grams, state transition diagrams, pseudo code, and the like
represent various processes which may be substantially rep-
resented in machine readable media and so executed by a
computer or processor, whether or not such computer or
processor is explicitly shown.

Although the various exemplary embodiments have been
described in detail with particular reference to certain exem-
plary aspects thereof, it should be understood that the inven-
tion is capable of other embodiments and its details are
capable of modifications in various obvious respects. As is
readily apparent to those skilled in the art, variations and
modifications can be affected while remaining within the
spirit and scope of the invention. Accordingly, the foregoing
disclosure, description, and figures are for illustrative pur-
poses only and do not in any way limit the invention, which is
defined only by the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of detecting a data symbol sequence transmit-
ted over a wireless communications channel, the method
comprising:

receiving, by a detector in a receiver, a plurality of data

symbol sequence copies, each data symbol sequence

copy comprising:

a data signal sequence including a plurality of data sym-
bols and a data-symbol phase angle,

a reference signal including at least one reference sym-
bol; and
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noise and an unknown phase shift, wherein the data
signal sequence is approximately identical for each
copy and the unknown phase shift unknown for each
copy;
generating, by the detector, an initial phase vector for each
data signal in the plurality of data signal sequence cop-
ies, each initial phase vector is based on the plurality of
data signal sequence copies;
generating, by the detector, an estimated symbol detection
for each data signal in each of the plurality of data
symbol sequence copies, each estimated symbol detec-
tion sequence is based on a corresponding initial phase
vector;
generating, by the detector, a quality value for each esti-
mated symbol detection sequence;
selecting, by the detector, a global estimated phase vector,
the global estimated phase vector is the estimated phase
vector for the estimated symbol detection sequence hav-
ing a quality value that is the highest of all quality values;
and
detecting, by the detector, the data symbol sequence by:
a) phase shifting each of the plurality of data symbol
sequence copies based on the global estimated phase
vector, and
b) combining each of the phase shifted plurality of data signal
sequence copies to obtain the data symbol sequence.
2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
iteratively updating each estimated symbol detection
sequence and each estimated phase vector until each
estimated phase vector is identical to a corresponding
estimated phase vector of an earlier iteration.
3. The method of claim 1, wherein the data symbol
sequence comprises a repeat code from
one transmitter.
4. The method of claim 3, wherein the data symbol
sequence comprises a one-hop portion
of a signal transmitted over a frequency-hopping commu-
nications channel.
5. The method of claim 1, wherein the detector comprises
a field-programmable gate array.
6. The method of claim 1, wherein the data symbol
sequence comprises a repeat code from
multiple transmitters.
7. The method of claim 1, wherein a bit error rate of the
global estimated symbol detection sequence is below lo-s.
8. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
decoding, by a decoder receiving the combined symbol
sequence from the detector, the combined symbol
sequence using hard decision decoding.
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